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Message from the Manager/Curator 
Welcome to the launch of our new, quarterly Region 
of Waterloo Museums magazine! Our goal is to 
communicate ‘what’s happening’ at our museum 
sites in a single publication, as opposed to three. 
I encourage you to access the latest online issue, 
bookmarking the Region of Waterloo Museums 
website for quick and easy reference: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums.

This spring, we look forward to offering visitors a 
new roster of exhibits, programs, and special events. 
All eyes will be on the space mission of Canadian 
astronaut David St. Jacques. Come and explore the 
science behind space travel in the Waterloo Region 
Museum’s newest travelling exhibition, Journey 
to Space, presented by the Science Museum of 
Minnesota and the California Science Center, with 
support from NASA. You may even get to see a moon 
rock – so stay tuned!

Family Day weekend in February is a special 
time at our sites. Whether you choose to have 
“Breakfast with the Empire” at the Waterloo 
Region Museum, explore the elements of “Winter 
Tracking” at Schneider Haus, or sample Scottish 
treats at McDougall Cottage, the Region of Waterloo 
Museums offer a host of fun-filled learning 
experiences for you and your family.
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Collections and Curatorial News

Highlights from the Collection
One of the best things about working in a museum 
is uncovering hidden snippets of local history. 
Sometimes the snippets are found while doing 
research but more often, they are discovered 
when an object is donated. Talking to donors 
and family members often brings to light new 
information about a local company, community 
group, or historic event. Further research occurs, 
and connections are often made to other objects 
in our collection. It is this type of treasure hunt 
that delights a curator!

A good example of this is a donation of items 
related to the Crawford Accordion School Band 
from Kitchener. Never heard of it? Don’t worry, 
you aren’t alone.

In 2014, an accordion and several photographs 
belonging to Olive (Rennie) Fraser (1923-2014) 
were brought in as a potential donation. Olive 
was a member of the Crawford Accordion School 
Band in the early 1940s, according to the donor. 

The ornate accordion has Olive’s name spelled 
out in rhinestones on the front of the instrument, 

and several of the photographs show Olive 
with the accordion in her band uniform. All of 
the items were in good condition and fit our 
collecting mandate, so they were accepted for 
the collection.
Finding out additional information about the band 
proved a bit more difficult. But local newspapers 
and city directories are a wealth of knowledge. It 
turns out that the band was organized and taught 
by Edna Crawford, who ran it from her Kitchener 
home. The band was started in the mid-1930s and 
they played locally in parades and at civic events. 
When the Crawfords moved to Florida sometime 
in the 1950s, the band ceased. 
Fascinating information for a local historian, 
but what made it even better was when I came 
across another photograph of the band in our 
collection! This photograph was acquired in 2006, 
as it shows a B.F. Goodrich float in a local parade. 
But who is the band on the float? Until 2014, 
that question was unanswered, but it is none 
other than the Crawford Accordion School Band. 
Mystery solved! 

Accordion - 2014.016.002 (WRM) Photograph – 2006.017.008 (WRM)

Curatorial News
We are pleased to welcome two new staff to 
our Conservation section. Roberta Sealy (right), 
Conservator, comes to us from the Hamilton Civic 
Museums, where she has worked in collections 
and conservation since 2008. She obtained her 
diploma in Cultural Heritage Conservation and 
Management at Fleming College (Peterborough), 
followed by an internship at the Royal Ontario 
Museum. Raene Poisson (left) is undertaking a 
24-week internship as Artifact Technician, funded 
in part by the Young Canada Works in Heritage 
program. Originally from Saskatchewan, Raene 
recently completed post-diploma internships at 
the Western Development Museum (Saskatoon) 
and Canadian Museum of Nature (Gatineau).
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Waterloo Region Museum

EXHIBITS Our Main Gallery and Mezzanine tell the story of Waterloo Region, and our 
Feature Gallery showcases local and travelling exhibits from around the world.

Journey to Space
A new exhibit called Journey to Space is set 
to launch at the Waterloo Region Museum on 
February 1, 2019. Visitors will get a hands-on, 
climb-aboard chance to experience at what it 
takes to live and work in space. 

This exhibit explores the extraordinary 
environment of space, including the very real 
dangers that astronauts face during their missions 
above Earth and the adaptations that engineers 
have developed to help them survive while in 
space. Visitors learn about the vacuum of space, 
radiation, meteoroids, and temperature extremes, 
getting a look at many of the ways in which the 
forbidding environment of space can kill the 
humans who explore it. 

The exhibit features hands-on ways to explore 
the science of getting to space. Learn about 
weightlessness and the challenge this presents 
in long-term space living. Experiment with water 
rockets to explore the physics of the launch, 

and use drop towers to investigate how familiar 
objects behave differently in the weightless 
environment of space. Prepare for lift off on 
February 1 for an amazing space adventure at the 
Waterloo Region Museum.

February 1 to April 28, 2019

JOURNEY TO SPACE

Journey to Space takes visitors as 
close to being in space as one can 
get from earth. The Space exhibit 
is an incredible, unforgettable 
hands-on and climb-aboard cosmic 
adventure for all ages.

Presented by the Science Museum of Minnesota and the 
California Science Center, with support from NASA.

Last chance to see the
CANADA

e x h i b i t
: DAY 1

Closes
Jan. 6

http://www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca


SPECIAL EVENTS
January to March

Visit our website for details or call 519-748-1914.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Mug and Mix Workshop M R

Saturday, January 19, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$10 per child
Children decorate a mug and make their own hot 
chocolate mix.

PD Day Fun
Friday, January 25
Make your winter weekend a little longer and a 
little more fun with a visit to the Waterloo Region 
Museum.

K-W Symphony Kinderconcert Series 
– Footprints in the Snow
Saturday, February 2
Stories told by Odawa First Nations storyteller 
Barbara Croall.
10 to 10:30 a.m. Pre-concert activities 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Concert
To purchase tickets, call K-W Symphony at
519-745-4711, 1-888-745-4717, or visit 
www.kwsymphony.ca. Note admission to 
museum is not included in ticket price.

Sunday Fun Day - Valentine’s Crafts for Children
Sunday, February 10
Make a Valentine’s Day craft that is out of this 
world. Included with regular admission.

Family Day Weekend
– A ‘Journey to Space’ Experience!
February 16, 17, 18
What better way to spend Family Day weekend 
than to bring your family to see our new Journey 
to Space exhibit.

Breakfast with the Empire 
“May the Forks be with you!” M R

Saturday February 16, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
$20 plus HST per child; $25 plus HST per adult
Your favourite space characters invade the 
Waterloo Region Museum! Enjoy a space-themed 
breakfast, filled with hands-on, cosmic science 
fun and learning. 

Homeschool Day
Friday, February 22
$5.50 per child. One teaching parent free with 
each paid student.
Homeschool students can explore the Journey to 
Space exhibit.

Young Gardener’s Workshop – Ages 5 to 8 years 
old  M R

Saturday February 23, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$9 per child plus HST
Young gardeners, get your hands in the soil 
early this year in this indoor gardening 
experience. Children must be accompanied by 
a parent/guardian.

Workshop: Growing Indoor Seedlings M R

Saturday, February 23, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
$10 per person plus HST  
Participants plant and take home a tray of 
heritage seeds/seedlings for their own garden. 
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10 per cent member discount Advance registration required.M R

http://www.kwsymphony.ca
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Waterloo Region Museum
Summer Day Camp Registration
Saturday, March 2
Visit website for details.

March Break Madness – Journey to Space
March 9 to 17 
Be a space explorer and travel to space! Explore 
the Journey to Space exhibit and enjoy daily 
activities and hands-on fun for all ages. 
Visit website for details. 

10th Annual Soupfest - Just Add Water 
Friday, March 22, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
$15 per adult, $5 per child
Fundraiser of the Waterloo Wellington Children’s 
Groundwater Festival

Little Bakers Workshop – Ages 3 to 7 M R

Saturday, March 30, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$20 per child plus HST
Children design a baking apron and test it out 
by decorating a sweet treat to take home. 
Recommended for children ages three to seven. 
Child must be accompanied by an adult. 

Guardians of the Gallery - 
A Night at the Museum  R
Saturday, March 30, 8:30 p.m. to midnight
(Age restriction: 19+)
Be a part of a night that is sure to be out of 
this world! The Waterloo Region Museum will 
be opening its doors after-hours for a unique 
experience. Start the night in the dark for Earth 
Hour while sampling some local pints and tour 
our latest exhibit, Journey to Space. At 9:30 p.m. 
the lights will stay low as the music goes up! 
Space-themed costumes are encouraged (there 
will be prizes of course). 
Tickets are $35 per person plus HST (ages 19 
and up). Beer samples, food and entertainment 
included in price of ticket. Alcohol to be 
purchased separately.

PROGRAMS
Learning opportunities 

for everyone 
to take part!

Child and Youth

Tots Time - Ages 2 to 5 M

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
January 15 through April 27, 10 to 11a.m.
(not offered during March Break)
$3 per child plus HST
Each week features a different theme with 
crafts, toy playing, story reading and learning 
games. All children must be accompanied 
by an adult. For visitors wishing to visit the 
museum galleries after the program ends, 
regular admission applies. Please check our 
website for any updates.

Sensory Saturdays
January 26, February 9, 23, March 9, 23, April 
13, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$5.50 per child plus HST 
(no charge for accompanying adult)
Sensory Saturdays is a program for families 
with children on the autism spectrum.

Family – Seasonal

Holiday Family Fun at the Museum
January 2 to 6
Join us over the holidays for hands-on 
activities and demonstrations, including 
special cultural celebrations scheduled for 
the whole family. Visit our website for details. 



5

7

M   R

w
w

w
.schneiderhaus.ca

Schneider Haus National Historic Site

EXHIBITS Schneider Haus features historic room displays that are magically brought 
to life, together with local arts and cultural exhibits in its galleries. 

Pen and Ink:
The Life and Art of Nancy-Lou Patterson (1929-2018)

Nancy-Lou Patterson was a professor, writer, curator, 
scholar, teacher, novelist, poet and champion of the local 
and Canadian arts community. This retrospective exhibit 
of her works, donated to the Schneider Haus collection, 
celebrates her contributions as an artist and patron 
to her community: the University of Waterloo, local 
churches, and as a former Folk Artist-in-Residence at 
Schneider Haus.
.Image: Pen and ink drawing, by Nany-Lou Patterson, used for 
“A Great Many Tramps We Had Overnight” exhibit, 
Schneider Haus, November 1989 to March 1990.
1997.003.001

On exhibit February 16 to May 5, 2019

SPECIAL EVENTS
January to March

Visit website for details or call 519-742-7752.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Family Day - Winter Tracking and Storytelling
Monday, February 18
Enjoy outdoor games and activities that explore 
the elements of tracking and what these skills 
mean for winter survival and interactions with 
our animal neighbours. 

Chicken Time
March 30 to 31
Come in and meet our 
baby chicks, try a birdie 
activity or two, and find 
out why the Gallus gallus 
domesticus is the “King of 
the Wing”.

Annual Classic Crokinole Tournament
Saturday, April 13
See some of the world’s best players ping and 
flick it out for top spot in this lively and fun 
gathering. And if that’s not enough, the world’s 
oldest crokinole board will be on display for the 
day! Spectators welcome.

Easter Weekend Eggstravaganza!
April 19 to 21
Learn how to scratch decorate traditional 
designs onto naturally dyed Easter Eggs.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m.
Bring your own basket and collect coloured 
eggs scattered throughout our site. Exchange 
the eggs for a sweet treat from our Easter 
Bunny. 
Ages up to 8 years 
$2 admission per 
participant, cash only

10 per cent member discount     Advance registration required.

On exhibit February 16 to May 5, 2019

http://www.schneiderhaus.ca
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Schneider Haus National Historic Site
March Break, March 11 to 15

Reptiles, Amphibians and Spiders: Oh My!
Monday, March 11, 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. 
and 1:30 to 2:15 p.m.
Hamilton Reptiles is excited to introduce you 
to some of their scaly superstars.

Earth Tracks Outdoor School
Tuesday, March 12, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Alexis Burnett is back from Earth Tracks 
Outdoor School to guide you in wildlife 
tracking techniques and survival skills like 
natural fiber rope making and fire building. 

Let’s Talk Science
Wednesday, March 13, 
10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m.
Meet the University of Waterloo’s ‘Let’s 
Talk Science’ team and build marshmallow 
structures, explore why candy tastes sweet 
and sour, or make your hair stand on end. 
Choose a session and let us tickle your 
brain S.T.E.M.

Get Your Game On! 
Thursday, March 14, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Join in a day of fun and games – indoor and 
out. Board games, card games, charades – 
you name it, we’ll play it! Snacks included.

Pre-historic Graffiti Art
Friday, March 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Before public walls and train cars were tagged 
by graffiti artists, pre-historic peoples left their 
mark on cave walls. Go way, way back in time, 
explore our homemade cave, and leave your 
mark!

PROGRAMS
Learning opportunities 

for everyone to 
take part!

Family Daily Activities

February – Then and Now
Explore the similarities and differences between 
everyday materials and technology, then and 
now.

March - Alive and Thriving…or Barely Surviving?
Have you got what it takes to survive? We’ll 
explore early settler survival themes - from 
outdoor skills to getting through the winter - and 
compare to today!

Adult

Peddling Protection: Printed Paper Amulets 
Called Letters from Heaven
Thursday, February 21 at 7 p.m.
Author and historical consultant Reg Good, our 
2018 Edna Staebler Research Fellow, will present 
his research in a public lecture, sponsored by the 
Friends of Joseph Schneider Haus. 
Admission by donation. 

Vegetables 101 
Saturday, February 16, 2 p.m.
Join gardeners Kathy Pearson and Heather 
Kelly for Vegetables 101. The session will cover 
everything from soil amendments through planting 
to the harvest. Talk included with admission. 

Succulent Frames M R

Saturday, March 16, 2 to 4 p.m.
$15 plus HST 
Build a succulent frame to use as a wall-
hanging, a table centrepiece, or a thoughtful gift. 
Materials included. Phone to register.

Child and Youth

Urban Garden Club for Little Sprouts M R 
A six-week program  - Ages 2 to 5

Mondays, 10 to 11 a.m., March 4 to April 15 
(no class March 11)
Cost $60 per child plus HST for six sessions. 
Join us weekly for some garden fun right downtown! 
Gardening activities, stories, crafts and much more.

Schneider Haus Urban Garden Club  M R 
Ages 9 to 14
Last Saturday of the month, 10 a.m. to noon
March 30, April 27, May 25, June 29, July 27, 
August 31, September 28 and October 26
Cost $70 per youth for eight sessions.
Do you live in the City and want to learn how to 
garden in a small or unusual space? Join us for 
a few planning meetings, starting on March 30, 
before we move outside and get planting.
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McDougall Cottage Historic Site

EXHIBITS McDougall Cottage showcases early Cambridge history 
in its decorated rooms and gallery.  

More Than Haggis and Kilts: 
How the Scots Shaped Canada

On exhibit March 6 to August 11, 2019

Since 1621 when a Scottish colony was established 
in Nova Scotia, Scottish immigrants and their 

descendants have been involved in all aspects of 
the development of Canada.  From politics and 

technology to education and place names, 
Scottish influence can be found throughout the 

country. Come discover the lasting impact 
Scots have had on Canadian life – it’s not 

just bagpipes and tartan!

SPECIAL EVENTS
January to March

Visit our website for details or call 519-624-8250.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Family Day
Monday, February 18, Tours available 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., other activities and Café, 1 to 4 p.m.
Join us for some family friendly games, crafts 
and tours of the Cottage. McDougall’s Family 
Day Café is offering tasty and traditional 
samples of Scottish treats. Admission is by cash 
donation.

Honouring Women
Friday, March 8, 1 to 4 p.m.
In honour of International Women’s Day, we 
will be offering free tea and shortbread to all 
women who stop by the Cottage.

http://www.mcdougallcottage.ca
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Famous Men: Forgotten Women - Unsung 
Heroines Who Have Helped Build Waterloo 
Region, presented by Joanna Rickert-Hall M R 
Friday, March 8, 7 p.m.
$5 plus HST 
What were women doing when their famous 
husbands were changing history? Do we even 
know? The answer is yes! Some became social 
and political activists, while others ran businesses 
or became doctors. One housed those who had 
nowhere else to go. Many made history, while 
others helped to preserve it. Historian Joanna 
Rickert-Hall takes us out of the kitchen, past the 
boardroom, and into the world of forgotten women 
who helped shape the community we know today. 

Tea with Granny M R

Friday, March 15, 2 p.m.
$15 plus HST
A March Break tea specially meant for you 
and your granny (or anyone else who is special 
to you). We’ll be serving up sandwiches, 
shortbreads, scones with cream and more. 

Mothering Sunday Tartan Tea  M R

Sunday, March 31, 2 p.m.
$15 plus HST
We invite you to join us for tea, cucumber 
sandwiches, scones with jam and cream, and 
more. Bob MacLean (Celtic guitar) will be on 
hand to provide the musical mood.

PROGRAMS
Learning opportunities 

for everyone to 
take part!

Child and Youth

March Break Craft Bonanza for the Wee Ones
Wednesday, March 13, 1 to 4 p.m.
Today we invite the wee ones in your clan to 
stop by the Cottage for some March Break fun. 
All kids, ages 3 and up, are invited to join us 
for some fun games, crafts and more. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Cost: $3 per child plus HST, adults no charge.

Adult

Failte Kitchen Ceilidh
Thursday, March 7, 7 to 9 p.m.
Welcome - Failte - to our guests as we open our 
Cottage doors for the 2019 season. Plan to join 
us for this casual evening concert, presented 
by talented local musicians and featuring 
traditional music, song and Scottish hospitality. 
This month’s guest host is flutist Allison Lupton. 
Admission by cash donation.

2019 Musician-in-Residence, John Harris
We’re excited to announce John Harris as our 2019 
Musician-in-Residence! John is a music teacher 
and conductor, who teaches workshops for Carleton 
University, the Ottawa Folklore Centre, Mohawk 
College, and the Brantford Music Centre. He is an 
active member of several Celtic ensembles, and 
enjoys a busy career performing and teaching music. 
Visit our website for John’s full bio and events listing.

Introductory Performance

St. Patrick visits McDougall Cottage
Wednesday, March 20, 7 to 9 p.m.
In the aftermath of St. Patrick’s Day festivities, 
come and celebrate the long and historical 
connection between Ireland and Scotland. Bob 
MacLean (Celtic guitar) joins John for an evening 
of songs celebrating both Irish and Scottish 
heritage. Admission by cash donation.

McDougall Cottage Historic Site
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Volunteers
Volunteers play an important role in maintaining 
the Region of Waterloo Museums’ tradition of 
excellence.  Whether their contributions are 
for one day or for many years, serving on a 
Friends organization or committee, welcoming 
visitors, assisting with children’s programs 
or demonstrating time-honoured traditions, 
volunteers’ contributions make a difference! We 
recognize and appreciate the skills, knowledge 
and time volunteers contribute toward the 
success of our operations. 

If you are looking for an experience that will 
allow you to develop new skills and friendships 
while giving back to your community, Region of 
Waterloo Museums have numerous volunteer 
opportunities available year-round. Volunteer 
assignments come in all shapes and sizes and our 
Coordinator of Volunteer Services would be happy 
to work with you to find an opportunity that is a 
perfect fit for you. Please visit our websites or 
contact us directly to explore the possibilities.

By volunteering at the Region of Waterloo 
Museums, you become an ambassador for our 
community’s rich heritage!

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/exploring-the-
region/museums.aspx

Debbie Moxam  dmoxam@regionofwaterloo.ca
519-748-1914 ext. 3272

Join our Membership Program!
• Single Annual Membership only $35 (all rates plus HST)
• Family Annual Membership only $60 (covers two adults and their 

dependant children*) *dependant children are under 18 years old
Benefits
• Free unlimited admission to the museums operated by the Region 

of Waterloo (Waterloo Region Museum, Doon Heritage Village, 
Schneider Haus National Historic Site and McDougall Cottage 
Historic Site)

• 10 per cent Gift Shop discount at Schneider Haus National Historic 
Site and Waterloo Region Museum

• 10 per cent discount at Hazel’s, the Waterloo Region Museum café
• Discounts on selected workshops, special programs and lectures
• One complimentary Guest Pass for you to share with a friend
Reciprocal Museum Benefits

Free admission to many other museums. See website for details.

MUSEUMS

Schneider Haus

McDougall Cottage

Waterloo Region Museum
Doon Heritage Village

MUSEUMS

mailto:dmoxam@regionofwaterloo.ca
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/exploring-the-region/museums.aspx


Discover. Learn. Engage.

Waterloo Region Museum
10 Huron Road, Kitchener 

519-748-1914

Doon Heritage Village
10 Huron Road, Kitchener 

519-748-1914

Schneider Haus 
National Historic Site

466 Queen Street South, Kitchener 
519-742-7752

McDougall Cottage
Historic Site

89 Grand Avenue South, Cambridge 
519-624-8250

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
TTY: 519-575-4608

MUSEUMS

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
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