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Message from the Manager/Curator 

A new year brings excitement 
and anticipation - perhaps a 
little trepidation, too – as folks 
prepare to tackle new goals, 
including living up to ambitious 
resolutions! What inspiring 
activities will draw us out of the 
darkest time of the year? At the 
Region of Waterloo Museums, 

we have a full slate of offerings lined up for you and your 
family in this leap year 2020!
The Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum welcomes 
the arrival of its feature travelling exhibition: Mandela: 
Struggle for Freedom, produced by the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights (Winnipeg, Canada), in partnership 
with the Apartheid Museum (Johannesburg, South 
Africa). This exhibition takes visitors from the indignity 
of apartheid through the struggle that saw its defeat. As 
Canada’s first living honorary Canadian citizen, Mandela’s 
story is one that inspires courage, determination, 
tolerance, humility, kindness, forgiveness, and hope.
McDougall Cottage’s doors will be open more 
often this winter, as the uncovering, stabilization, 
and restoration of the Jack Baird mural paintings 
proceeds under the conservation team of Toronto Art 
Restoration Inc. Visitors are welcome to drop by the 
Cottage to observe the work as it unfolds (see online 
Events Calendar for open hours).
In honour of International Women’s Day (March 
8th), the Cottage launches HerStory: A Woman’s 
Life, 1850 to 1900, curated by intern Jasmine 
Proteau. We also extend a warm welcome to Métis 
fiddler, Alicia Blore, who joins us as the Cottage’s 
2020 Musician-in-Residence.
Schneider Haus reopens on January 15, in time for 
its Winter Carnival, when visitors get to enjoy 19th 
century outdoor activities and meet embroidery 
artist and local Instagram personality, Sarah 
Godfrey (@thelakeofspring) – Schneider Haus’ 2020 
Artist-in-Residence.
March is an action-packed month, marked by a 
host of March Break activities at all of our sites. 
Experience the fun, excitement, and inspiration of 
the ROW Museums in 2020! 
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A powerful display in the Mandela: Struggle for 
Freedom exhibition is a “wall of laws” covered 
with signs and laws, based solely on skin colour.
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Collections and Curatorial News

Highlights from the collection

One of the most frequent comments heard when 
talking to potential donors is, “This probably 
isn’t old enough.” But, surprise! The Region of 
Waterloo Museums collect artifacts from all 
time periods, even those made more recently.

The Museums’ collecting mandate is to acquire 
artifacts that illustrate the history of Waterloo 
Region, in particular items that were made locally. 
Most museums try to collect contemporary items 
when they are available and in excellent 
condition as part of standard practice.

From food products, to furniture, to sensors 
used by NASA, Waterloo Region has a strong 
history as a manufacturing centre. The type of 
production has changed in recent years to focus 
on the high-tech sector and we are fortunate 
to have examples from several high-tech 
companies in our collection.

The DALSA Corporation, for example, was 
founded in 1980 by Dr. Savvas Chamberlain, a 
professor at the University of Waterloo. DALSA 
was acquired by Teledyne in 2010, becoming 
Teledyne DALSA. The company manufactures 

digital imaging 
products, 
including the 
image sensors 
used on NASA’s 
Mars Rovers. 

Teledyne DALSA made this high resolution, digital camera, 
used for industrial inspections around 2012. (2013.003.014)

Currently, the company’s headquarters remain in 
Waterloo.

One of the best known local companies is 
BlackBerry Limited, formerly Research In 
Motion. Co-founded by University of Waterloo 
engineering student Mike Lazaridis in 1984, the 
company gained world-wide success in the 
early 2000s with its BlackBerry smartphone. 

One of the first products 
manufactured by RIM 
was this Inter@ctive pager 
from 1999. (2008.004.003)

Aeryon Labs Inc. was founded in 2007 by three 
graduates from the University of Waterloo’s 
robotics program – Dave Kroetsch, Mike 
Peasgood, and Steffen Lindner. The company 
manufactures drones for military, public safety, 
and industrial applications. One of their drones 
can be seen on exhibit in the Long-term Gallery 
at the Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum.

So, if you have some locally-made items dating 
from the 1990s on, please contact us, as we may 
be interested in adding them to the collection. 
Age isn’t an issue!

Stacy McLennan
Collections Curator and Registrar

Curatorial Centre News - Keeping Time in 1914

Doon Heritage Village presents life in Waterloo County in 
1914. A variety of functioning clocks are located throughout 
the Village, helping staff and visitors to keep track of the time 
each day. These clocks are from the Museums’ collections 
and maintained in working order by three dedicated 
volunteers – Gerry Kraak, John Moyer, and most recently, 
Richard Fuller. They clean the clocks and repair them – 
including fabricating new parts – in our Conservation lab. 

Left to right: Volunteers Gerry Kraak, John Moyer, and Richard Fuller.
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Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum

Exhibits
Our Main Gallery and Mezzanine tell the story of Waterloo Region, and our 

Feature Gallery showcases local and travelling exhibits from around the world.

MANDELA

Struggle for Freedom
What would you do if you 
were imprisoned for 27 years? 
Would you be able to forgive 
your captors, or would you 
want revenge? Nelson 
Mandela chose forgiveness – 
and he never stopped trying 
to build a better world.

❝The greatest glory in living lies is not in 
never falling, but in rising every time we fall.❞

- Nelson Mandela

Mandela: Struggle for Freedom looks at 
Nelson Mandela and the movement that 
formed around him. Follow Mandela into 
hiding after he was declared an outlaw, and 
then join him inside a replica of the prison cell 
that was his home for 18 years. Experience 
the bittersweet joy of his release, after 27 
long years of imprisonment. Finally, witness 
South Africa’s first democratic elections, and 
find out about Mandela’s efforts to rebuild a 
nation shattered by racism and injustice.

Developed by: Contributing Partners:

Mandela: Struggle for Freedom was produced by the Canadian Museum for Human Rights (Winnipeg, Canada), in partnership with the Apartheid 
Museum (Johannesburg, South Africa). Tour arrangement management services provided by Lord Cultural Resources.

On exhibit February 7 to August 3, 2020

Contributing Partners:
Contributing Partners:

http://www.waterlooregionmuseum.ca


10 per cent member discount.         Advance registration required.M    R

Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum
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Special events 
January to March

Visit our website for details or call 519-748-1914.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Winterfest - PD Day Fun (Ages 5+)
Friday, January 24, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Spend your day off with us and take part in our 
snow adventure activities and warm up with 
samples from our hot chocolate bar.
Robbie Burns Day 
Sunday, January 26, 1 to 4 p.m. 
In partnership with McDougall Cottage, and 
our Scottish community, come celebrate 
Robbie Burns day. Join us for the Immortal 
Memory speech of Robbie Burns, followed by a 
haggis tasting, music, poetry, dance, activities, 
and crafts.

Celebrate Black History Month! 
February 1, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Join the Caribbean Canadian Association of 
Waterloo Region to celebrate black history 
month and Caribbean culture.

K-W Symphony Kinderconcert - Sun and Moon,
Way Up High
Saturday, February 8, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Pre-concert activities from 10 to 10:30 a.m.
Sun and Moon love to visit their friend Water.
Do you love to visit your friends too? This
folktale has origins from both China and Nigeria,
and it answers the burning question - how did
Sun and Moon end up way up high? To purchase
tickets, call K-W Symphony at 519-745-4711,
1-888-745-4717, or visit www.kwsymphony.ca.
Citizenship Ceremony
Friday, February 14, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
In partnership with Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada - Kitchener and in celebration of 
National Flag Week, the Museum will be 
hosting a small Citizenship Ceremony. Join us 
to welcome our new citizens to the Canadian 
family.

Family Day Weekend 
February 15, 16, and 17
Saturday and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
What better way to spend Family Day 
weekend than to bring your family to learn 
about Nelson Mandela’s struggle for freedom, 
to compare and contrast his story to your 
own life experience, and to participate in 
hands-on activities that support human rights 
throughout this weekend devoted to families.

Adult Workshop - Growing Indoor Seedlings M R

Saturday, February 22, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
$15 per person plus HST
Learn tips on seed germination and storage, as 
well as the optimal soil, watering, and sunlight 
needed to keep seedlings healthy. Participants 
will plant and take home a tray of heritage 
seeds/seedlings for their own garden.
Bulgarian Culture Day 
Sunday, March 1, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Discover the magic of Bulgaria! Join our guests 
as they celebrate their country’s National 
Liberation Day. Feel the spirit of Bulgarian 
people unveiled in their unique folklore and 
traditions, breathtaking video, and colourful 
exhibition.   
Summer Day Camp Registration
Members - Tuesday, March 3, 9:30 a.m.
Non-Members - Wednesday, March 4, 9:30 a.m. 
See website for details.
Mandela Talk - A Lecture with 
Professor Dr. Christopher Taylor  
Sunday, March 8, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Join University of Waterloo Professor Dr. 
Christopher Taylor as he discusses the topics 
of racism and apartheid in South Africa. 
Afterwards, explore our newest exhibit 
Mandela: Struggle for Freedom.

http://www.kwsymphony.ca
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March Break 

Retro Games Day
Saturday, March 14, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Play old-school family games or try vintage 
Nintendo video games on a theatre screen!
Snowed in at the Museum
Sunday, March 15, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Enjoy hot chocolate, create snow art, and 
play fun winter-themed games.
Sugar Shack
Monday, March 16, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Discover facts and do science experiments 
with maple syrup and other sweet treats.
St. Patrick’s Day
Tuesday, March 17, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Learn to juggle, try an Irish Ceilidh dance, 
and learn the science of rainbows.
Stemotics Fun
Wednesday, March 18, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
STEM learning comes to life in hands-on workshops.
Crazy Science Day
Thursday, March 19, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Mad Science stops by to perform experiments.
Water for All
Friday, March 20, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
In anticipation of World Water Day on March 
22, enjoy fun water-related activities.
World of Natural Wonders
Saturday, March 21, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Discover the natural wonders of the world 
through hands-on activities all day long.
Mandela: Struggle for Freedom
Sunday, March 22, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Explore our newest exhibit and make a poster 
for the change you want to see in the world.

Soupfest - Just Add Water  
Friday, March 20, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
$15 per adult, $8 per child
Join us for this annual fundraiser of the 
Waterloo Wellington Children’s Groundwater 
Festival and sample delicious soups from local 
restaurants.
Museum Unplugged - Earth Hour
Saturday, March 28, noon to 4 p.m.
Every year together across the globe we 
celebrate Earth Hour. Take part in this iconic 
movement by participating in our themed 
activities without the use of electricity. 

Programs
Learning opportunities 

for everyone to take 
part in!

Family programs

Sensory Saturdays M  
January 25, February 15, 29, March 14, 28, 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$5 per child plus HST, no charge for accompanying adult*

*Regular admission applies for after-program visits 
to the Museum galleries.

In collaboration with A Balanced Approach, this 
two-hour program is for families with children 
on the autism spectrum.
Tots Time (Ages 2 to 5) M

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 to 11 a.m.
January, February, and March 
Not available during March Break
$3 per child plus HST, no charge for accompanying adult*
Each program features a different theme as your 
child’s time is filled with crafts, toy playing, story 
reading, and much more.

Honouring people who 
have made a difference!
The Waterloo Region Hall of Fame is located on the second floor 
of the Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum and pays tribute to 
individuals and organizations – now numbering more than 400 – 
for their significant contributions to our community.
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Schneider Haus National Historic Site

Exhibits
Schneider Haus features historic room displays that are magically brought 

to life, together with local arts and cultural exhibits in its galleries. 

On exhibit to April 26, 2020

Photo: Jamie Scarrow

CANADIAN WILDLIFE 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE YEAR

The Canadian Museum of Nature 
and Canadian Geographic are 

proud to present 30 award-winning 
photographs from the Canadian 

Wildlife Photography of the Year 
Contest. This exhibit features 

striking and unique photographs of 
natural subjects submitted in the 

following categories: mammals; birds; 
amphibians, reptiles and insects; 
wildlife in the water; and young 

photographers. 

Special events
January to March

Visit website for details or call 519-742-7752.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Winter Carnival 
Saturday, January 18, noon to 4 p.m.
With games, contests, and snowy snacks, 
you’ll go wild for winter. Meet Sarah Godfrey, 
our 2020 Artist-in-Residence, who will discuss 
exciting ways to reimagine traditional folk 
art practices like hand embroidery and block 
printing!

Winter Survival PD Day Camp (Ages 7 to 12) M R

Friday, January 24, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
$50 per child  
Put on your winter gear; we’re building shelters, 
learning to cook over an open fire, and playing 
survival games outside! 

Amazing Animals
Saturday, January 25, 2 to 3 p.m.
Visit with the Grand River Conservation 
Authority interpretive staff and their snake and 
turtle creature teachers! Learn about the 
animals living in your backyard, the struggles 
they face, and what you can do to help.

Braided-heart Challah Adult Workshop M R

Saturday, February 8, 12:30 to 4 p.m. 
$40 per person plus HST  
Make a heart-shaped Challah for Valentine’s 
Day. Take home a baked, braided loaf, as well as 
additional dough to to make a braid at home.

All About Hearts - Valentine’s Day Event 
February 8 and 9, 1 to 4 p.m.  
Come bake and taste sandheart cookies, learn 
to braid a straw heart, and make a Valentine 
craft to take home.  

http://www.schneiderhaus.ca


Schneider Haus National Historic Site
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Family Day 
Monday, February 17, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Spend Family Day at Schneider Haus and enjoy 
outdoor activities, crafts, and more! See our 
exhibit, then join Wild Ontario from 1 to 4 p.m. 
for a nose-to-beak encounter with some of 
Ontario’s incredible birds of prey!

Summer Day Camp Registration
Members - Tuesday, March 3, 9:30 a.m.
Non-Members - Wednesday, March 4, 9:30 a.m.
See website for details.

2020 
Artist-in-Residence
Sarah Godfrey is a hand 
embroidery artist, illustrator 
and designer based in 
Kitchener, Ontario. She is 
passionate about exploring 

colour and texture and draws much inspiration 
from nature and folklore. Her work focuses on re-
imagining traditional folk art practices and making 
use of recycled materials by up-cycling clothing 
through embroidery as part of the sustainable 
fashion movement. Sarah’s work quickly gained a 
large online following which has lead to exciting 
international collaborations. She is passionate 
about developing educational materials for 
creatives and teaching others through workshops 
and DIY resources.

Artist-in-Residence Workshops 

Block Printed Valentine Cards (Ages 13+) M R

Saturday, February 8, 1 to 3:30 p.m.  
$30 per person plus HST 
Carve your own heart stamp and create a hand-
printed card for your loved ones! This workshop 
will also cover how to select the correct ink and 
paper to print your design.

Block Printing on T-Shirts (Ages 13+) M R

Sunday, March 15, 2 to 4 p.m.  
$30 per person plus HST 
Don’t throw out that old t-shirt! Bring a t-shirt 
(or two!) and create a one-of-a-kind garment 
during our block printing workshop. You’ll carve 
custom stamps and use fabric block printing 
inks to design and hand print your own patterns.

March Break 

Visiting Cousin’s March Break Camp 
(Ages 7 to 12) M R

March 16 to 20, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
$195 per child
Our Visiting Cousins will be ‘snowed in’, 
taking part in activities the Schneider 
children would have enjoyed!

Speaking of Wildlife 
Monday, March 16, 1 to 1:30 p.m. and 2 to 2:30 p.m.
Don’t miss these interactive presentations 
with some of Speaking of Wildlife’s animal 
ambassadors.

Puppets and Shadows Theatre
Wednesday, March 18, 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Watch as Pin and Jab try to solve the mystery 
of the monster under the bed in Pin and Jab: 
The tale of a monster that totally, really does 
exist!

Sciensational Sssnakes!!
Thursday, March 19, 2 p.m.
Meet a variety of live snakes native to Ontario 
with special guests Sciensational Sssnakes!!

Our Wild Neighbours with the 
KW Humane Society
Friday, March 20, 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Learn how to identify local wildlife, help wild 
animals, and become wildlife ambassadors. 
Then, learn the safe approach to meeting a 
new dog with education dog, Sophie.

Teen Artisan Bread Workshop M R

Friday, March 20, 1 to 4 p.m.
$40 per teen plus HST
Create your own artisan bread using natural 
ingredients! Leave with a starter, a loaf that 
you bake, and dough to bake at home.

Maple Syrup Tasting
March 21 and 22, 1 to 4 p.m.  
Taste samples of maple syrup grades, try 
homemade maple treats, and watch as staff 
make maple syrup the old-fashioned way.
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McDougall Cottage Historic Site

Exhibits
McDougall Cottage showcases early Cambridge history 

in its decorated rooms and gallery.  

Special events
January to March

Visit our website for details or call 519-624-8250.  
Regular business hours/admission apply unless otherwise noted. 

Family Day 
Monday, February 17, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission by cash donation  
Join us for some family friendly games, 
crafts, and tours of the Cottage. McDougall’s 
Family Day Café will be offering samples of 
tasty and traditional Scottish treats from 
1 to 4 p.m. 

International Women’s Day
Sunday, March 8, drop in between 1 and 4 p.m.
It’s International Women’s Day, so we’ll be 
offering free tea and shortbread to all women 
who stop by.

March Break Craft Bonanza! (Ages 3+)
Wednesday, March 18, drop in between 
1 and 4 p.m.
$3 per child plus HST, no charge for 
accompanying adult 

Follow our social channels and website 
for updates on the reveal of hidden wall 
paintings dating back over 100 years.

Viewing dates posted on website.
And plan to join us for our Official Mural 

Reveal on March 27 from 7 to 9 p.m.

http://www.mcdougallcottage.ca
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McDougall Cottage Historic Site

Programs Learning opportunities for everyone to take part!

Adult programs

Kitchen Ceilidh 
Thursday, March 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Admission by cash donation 
Join us for a casual evening concert featuring 
traditional music, song and old-fashioned 
hospitality. This month’s guest host is Brian 
Crozier (guitar/vocals). 

Projects, Puzzles, and Pekoe M

Wednesday, March 11, 1 to 3 p.m.
$5 per person plus HST 
Work on your latest knitting, stitching, or craft 
project, or play a game of chess, checkers, or 
cards in our cozy Cottage over a cup of tea and 
a scone.
Tea by the Grand M R

$15 per person plus HST
Join us for McDougall’s ever-popular teas. There 
will be cucumber sandwiches, scones with jam 
and cream, a selection of teas, and more! Live 
music sets the mood. Teas begin at 2 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.

March Break Tea with Granny
Friday, March 20
Enjoy our March Break tea, full of lots of 
tasty treats especially meant for you and your 
granny (or anyone else special to you).
Mothering Sunday Tea by the Grand
Sunday, March 22
Mothering Sunday is a day in the United 
Kingdom marked to celebrate moms. Spoil 
the ‘mother’ in your life with one of our ever-
popular teas. 
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2020 Musician-in-Residence, Alicia Blore
We’re pleased to welcome Métis fiddler, 
Alicia Blore, as the 2020 Musician-in-
Residence. Born and raised in Toronto, Alicia 
has never forgotten her Manitoba Métis 
roots. Alicia’s great-grandfather, Philip 
Zastre, was a well-known Métis fiddler from 
Ste. Rose du Lac, Manitoba. In 2008, Alicia 
was asked to join the Fiddle Stories: Elder 
Youth Legacy Project, a performing group 
of Indigenous Elders and youth from across 
Canada. She has performed and provided 
workshops at schools, festivals, powwows, 
and rendezvous locally, provincially, 
nationally, and internationally. Join Alicia 
and her guests for a great line-up of events 
throughout the year!

Introductory Performance 
Crossing Over - Blending Old and New 
Worlds
Thursday, March 26, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Admission by cash donation
The Hudson’s Bay Company brought fiddles 
and the Anglo-Celtic repertoire of reels, 
jigs, marches, and hornpipes to the interior 
of Canada, which was then adapted by 
Indigenous Canadian fiddle players. Join 
Alicia and guest fiddler Emily Yarascavitch, 
as they reveal the repertoire of Canada, new 
and old. 

Alicia 
Blore



11

• 

MUSEUMS

w
w

w
.reg

ionofw
aterloo.ca/m

useum
s

Volunteer for your health!

Volunteering isn’t just good for your community, it’s 
good for your health! Studies show that the social 
interaction provided by volunteering improves both 
mental and physical health. Volunteering provides 
the opportunity to cultivate friendships, which can 
in turn reduce feelings of isolation and loneliness 
felt by many people in our community. It has been 

shown to stimulate brain function and enhance 
the immune system, helping to lower the risk of 
depression and anxiety. Volunteering helps to 
create stronger bonds between friends, family, and 
coworkers, as they are brought together to work 
for a cause that is bigger than themselves.

The Region of Waterloo Museums offer volunteer 
opportunities for all ages and interests. Some 
assignments involve interacting with the public, 
while others take place behind-the-scenes. If you 
love history, you will have plenty of opportunity to 
grow your knowledge and understanding. If you 
prefer to work with your hands, there are a 
multitude of opportunities in our gardens, kitchens, 
costume studio, children’s programs, and special 
events. Please contact Debbie Moxam (dmoxam@
regionofwaterloo.ca) for more information on 
volunteer positions that are currently available.

Join our membership program!
Benefits
• Free unlimited admission to the museums operated by the Region of 

Waterloo (Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum, Doon Heritage Village, 
Schneider Haus National Historic Site and McDougall Cottage Historic Site)

• 10 per cent gift shop discount at Schneider Haus National 
Historic Site and Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum

• 10 per cent discount at Hazel’s, the Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum snack bar
• Discounts on selected workshops, special programs and lectures
• One complimentary family guest pass to share with a friend

Reciprocal museum benefits
Free admission to many other museums. See website for details

Memberships
• Single annual membership only $35 (all rates plus HST).
• Family annual membership only $60 (covers two adults and their 

dependent children*) *dependent children are under 18 years old.

Join us for a brand 
new Friends event!

Once Upon A Summer 
Night: A Multicultural 
Musical Porch Party

Saturday, July 11 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

$20 per adult, 
$10 per child plus HST

Tickets go on sale February 18! 

The Friends are a charitable 
foundation that supports the 
Ken Seiling Waterloo Region 
Museum through fundraising 

events and activities, to promote 
our community’s heritage.

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
mailto:dmoxam@regionofwaterloo.ca


MUSEUMS Discover. Explore. Play. Learn.

Ken Seiling Waterloo Region Museum
10 Huron Road, Kitchener 

 519-748-1914

Doon Heritage Village
10 Huron Road, Kitchener 

519-748-1914

Schneider Haus
National Historic Site

466 Queen Street South, Kitchener 
 519-742-7752

McDougall Cottage
Historic Site

89 Grand Avenue South, Cambridge 
519-624-8250

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
TTY: 519-575-4608TTY: 519-575-4608

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/museums
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